1

-

|

1 "S;f e
! _W‘-ﬁ . *«'g.-_" Black & Blue reviewed
_ «( ﬂ * Retasting Ontario
S W "f Wings, part three

|
{
|

%, » 5 FOOD

|
|
|

b ‘ ‘ - \VAVAIN) |

——i) zine of Western New York

‘f"l-"i} —

- . |
15—; = -

We (re)bunt it' Why Frank LondWr_ight

" enthusiasts and others feel cultural

3
‘
11
]
:

NG AR Ny

B ULY » AUGUST 2008 [

_‘ Wi“ they come? tourism is WNY's next big thing

B A ) ¥ " R "
R &

B

i

L

mmer to-do list: our tc;p 33
ed and true day trips
inema al fresco

T
aom

¥ S 1
| B

SPECIAL REPORT: |
- Steve Kurtz
The day that changed &
this UB professors '
and what happened afterw

!
P BN
s




716

Q&A Calendar

Slice of WNY Hot5  Spree Insider

Q & A By Barry A, Mushat

Kelly Hayes McAlonie, AIAWNY
‘Building a better ‘Buffalo

Kelly Hayes McAlonie is an associale vice president with Cannon Design, T'his year she was one of ten

recipients nationw

ide of the Young Architects Award from the American Institute of Architects; in 2006

she received the Young Arehiteet Award from the ATA's Western New York chapter, MeAlonie, who holds
14

a master's degree in

architecture from Dalhousie University, is known not only for her award-winning

project waork, but also for her instrumental role within the ATA on local, state, and national levels; she is

currently president of ATAWNY, Her energy seems boundless and her enthusiasm is contagious.

Our clients
wait
buih“ugs
that do more
than hold
stucents:
Hrt’_\‘ expecl
J'uu'h/mgs

to promote
student
performance
and to
reinforce
the identity
u_]‘ the
institution,

What's your area of expertise? Care to
comment on your recent projects?

My focus in the architeetural profession is in académie planning. | work with edu-
cational institutions in the pre-kindergarten to twelfth-grade area as well as colleges
and universities. Educational architecture has been a passion for me for years. My
master’s thesis topie was “Children and Architecture,” where I studied the correla-
tion between children’s literature and architectural spaces meant for children. When
[ graduated, I worked for Leather's & Associates, 0 community-built design firm in
Ithaca that specializes in children's play environments. I was there for five years.
I then moved to Buffalo and Cannon Design, where I've been for ten years. Since
starting at Cannon, I've worked with many school districts, colleges, and universi-
ties in this area. Some particular projects are Harvey Austin Middle School with
the Buffalo Joint Schools Construction Project; renovations to Old Main, Lyons
Hall, and the Montante Cultural Center at Canisius College; the Academic Complex
at Niagara University; and two projeets which will begin construetion in the near
future: the Academic Building at D" Youville College and the Science Building Num-
ber 15 renovation at Buffalo State College.

How has the field of educational architecture developed or changed in your
years of practice?

In the past ten vears the interest and work has grown tremendously, particularly
in New York State. The last building boom in educational architecture was in the
1970s, which means that many schools and educational facilities are in need of reno-
vation and/or replacement. In the late 1990s, Governor Pataki initiated a funding
program to encourage public school districts to renovate their buildings, and that is
still ongoing. In addition, colleges and universities are experiencing growth in their
enrollments. As a result, many institutions are building and/or renovating, and there
is an increased expectation in the architecture. Our clients want buildings that do
more than hold students: they expect buildings to promote learning and student per-
farmance and serve Lo ereatefreinforee the identity of the institution. These buildings
are museums for learning with state-of-the-art technology. This is a wonderful time
to work in this field!

You have become a champion of Louise Bethune's legacy and have done

much to spread public awareness of one of Buffalo’s most prominent archi-

tects. What is the state of women today in the architectural profession?
Louise Bethune was the first woman to be recognized as an architect by her
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Favorite bullding In
western New York ...
Hauptmann-Woodward
Bullding, though I'm also
very partial to the Darwin
Martin House,

Favorite bullding in
the whole world ...
There are many: The
Pantheon, Chartres
Cathedral, the Barcelona
pavilion by Mies van der
Rohe, the Arab Institute
by Jean Nouvel in Paris,
and Tadao Ando's Church
of the Light.

The architect whose
work | find most
intriguing ...

| have long admired

the work of Japanese
architect Tadao Ando,

He draws inspiration
from traditional lapanese
architecture, particularly
in his use of light and
simplicity of form. |

also Just met Benedotta
Tagliabue at the Bethune
Lecture at the UB School
of Architecture and
Planning and found

her career and work
fascinating.

Favorite artists (music
or artworld) ...

I'm a big fan of musicians
Aimee Mann, Patti Griffin,
and Brian McAlonie, and

| love the work of local
artist Ani Hoover,

Most Important
Influence ...

The biggest influence

on my career was my
dad. He is a project
manager for an
architectural firm. He
made sure | was exposed
to great architecture

and he pushed me to
get licensed when |
graduated. The biggest
influence on everything
else was my grandfather.
He was my hero growing
up.

What I love ...

The little black dress, my
Eileen Gray colffee table,
MAC lipstick

Happlly married to ...
Brian McAlonie.

People might be
surprised to learn ...

| proudiy hail from
Newfoundiand and abhor
Newfie jokes.
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peers. She was admitted to the Western

Association of Architects in 1886 and
the American Institution of Architects
in 1888, When I was elected to the
ATA Bulfalo/WNY Chapter Board of
Directors, 1 was hequeathed an exten-
sive amount of research on Bethune by
retiving architeet Adrianna Barbasch,
in hopes that 1 would continue her waork
of promaoting Bethune's legacy. 1 have
heen fascinated with Bethune and her
career in Buffalo ever since, Bethune
believed that there were no impedi-
ments for women to practice architec-
ture, She felt that any woman who was
willing to put forth the time and effort
to learn the building industry and prove
her competence would be welcomed. 1
think Bethune has been proven right.
In schoals of architecture today, women
comprise approximately fifty percent of
the enrollment. However, only twenty
percent hecome licensed architeets. 1
feel that this is largely due to the time
factor. Architecture is a ime-intensive
profession where an intern architect
will work for five to eight years before
hecoming licensed. The work itself is
dendline oriented by nature. As a result,
many women reconsider their commit-
ment to the profession or pursue other
related careers when they have families
and their priorities change. Many firms

“l.According
to Al Gore|
architects

are at the
forefront of
the battle
against global
warming, as
buildings have
the grealesl
impact on the
envirommnentt
oreater than

Cunrs.

recognize this and
offer flexible work
schedules, and the
AlLA is advoeating
a less time-inten-
sive schedule to
licensure. Women
architects are in
demand. Bethune may not have antiei-
pated that. As women in other careers
are moving up their ladders, they take
note when they work with architeetural
firms that do not have women prinei-
pals in their organization.

You graduated in 1994—a time
when the architectural profession
was moving from hand-drafting to
AutoCAD. How has this changed
the profession?

In the mid 1990s the architectural
field moved to computer-generated
drawings from hand-drawn. This was
signifieant because for the first time in
the history of the profession, technology
dictated the role that ench person played
in the design and documentation process
of the profession. A dividing line was
drawn—pardon the pun—where those
who did not learn AutoCAD went on
to management roles, ete. It was the
first time that an architect did not nee-
essarily make hisfher living by drawing,
and the divide was largely generational,
Yet, despite this change, the type of
drawings and the relationship between
architeet and contractor remained the
same, where architects produced plans,
sections, elevations, and building details
for construction purposes. Now the
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building industry is about to go through
another, more revolutionary change.
The next technology that the building
industry is embracing is a new technol-
ogy called BIM—Building Information-
al Modeling—where buildings will bhe
modeled in the computer and issued to
contractors and where information will
be generated from the model as opposed
o the traditional construction docu-
ments. Architeets like Frank Gehry
use this technology, as it is the only way
to convey their design ideas effectively.
Ultimately, the entire building industry
will be revolutionized and the delivery
time of a building will be lessened.

There's been a lot of coverage of
trends to green and the sustainabil-
ity movement. Can you discuss the
architect’s role, LEED ratings, and
the expense of certification?

Former Viee President Al Gore
spoke at last year’s AIA National Con-
vention. He said architects are at the
forefront of the battle against glohal
warming, as buildings have the great-
est impaet on the environment—greater
than cars., The architectural commu-
nity has embraced this assertion. Many
of us are LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design)-aceredited
professionals and we are dedieated to
buildings that are responsible to the
environment, There is a cost to LEED
certification, but most elients find that
the expense is recovered over time,
especially given the cost of utilities
today. Also, there is a eachet to build-
ing a LEED-certified building. But
more importantly, the message is to
build responsibly and have a minimum
impact on the environment.

What other trends do you see in the
profession?

The biggest trend that | see is the
sophistication of the general public when
it comes to architecture, Karl Lagerfeld
recently commented that architecture
is the art form of the twenty-lirst cen-
tury. The emergence of superstar archi-
teets like Frank Gehry, Zaha Hadid,
and Santiago Calatrava [has] led to an
awareness ol the importance of design
in the built environment. People have
an opinion about architecture. Wheth-
er they like traditional architecture or
contemporary work, they expect design
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excellenee from architects, which
heightens the conversation and raises
the level of their work. This is particu-
larly true in public buildings but less so
in residential design. Hopefully, the gen-
eral public will return to architects to
assist them in designing their homes,

What is the function of the AIA?
What is its role in the Buffalo Niag-
ara region?

The AILA has two primary [unctions:
1o serve its members and to serve as a
resource to the general public about

architeets and architecture, Locally the
ATA has embarked on a number of ini-
tintives that have improved life in BufTa-
lo. In 2000, the ATA held a series of R/
LDAT (Regional/Urban Design Assis-
tance Team) workshops whose concern
was Lo revitalize downtown Buffalo.
Many of the outcomes [rom those ehar-
rettes have been realized and BulTalo
has benelited as a result, Our urban
design committee is working with the
city of Bulfalo to institute a new type of
code called form based code, which relies
on a deseriptive form of code which is
more design-oriented, Our Architecture
+ Education Program brought archi-
teets and architecture into the BufTalo
publiec schools. The program won an
award through the Bulfalo Alliance for
Education. The residential committee
has partnered with the Buffalo Home
Show to offer educational seminars on
residential design, The AIA also has a
strong relationship with the University
of Buffalo School of Architecture and
Planning and with other architectural
groups in Bulfalo such as the Darwin
Martin Restoration Corporation and
the GrayelilT Conservancey.

What advice do you have for young
people considering architecture as a
career?

My advice is “do it." Follow yvour
passion in life, Architecture is a reward-
ing career with many opportunities in
all sorts of areas. Small firms and large
firms across the country are doing very
good work and at the same time chang-
ing the environment, @
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Banriy A, Muskar 1s Serei's
ARCHITECTURE CRITIC. For aone
McALONIE, SEE PAGE 64,

COMING UP: July » - August

Except where noted, all events take place in Buffalo (area code 714). Got an event of your own to publicize? Send
and don’t miss our special calendar of summar festivals

details to. elicat:

@buffalospree.com. See deadlines on p. 14

and garden walks starting on p. 28

July
|

DAVID CLAYTON-
THOMAS

Lead singer of Blood,
Sweal & Tears. Expect
sweat, if not blood

and tears. Part of the
Tuesday al the Park
series.

630 p.an. at Artpark, (450
South 4th St., Lewiston,
754-4375 or wvaw.artpark.
net)

3

JAY LENO

The king of late night,
ratings-wise, performs
stand-up at the Fallsview
Casino

830 pun, (6380 Fallsview
Bivd., Niagara Fails, Ont.,;
lickels: 877-833-3110 or
www.ticketmasterca.)

JAKOB DYLAN

You may have heard of
his father. Part of the
Thursday at the Square
serles.

& p.m. (Lafayette 5q
betwean Main and Court,
Buffala.)

-4
JAY LENO
See July 3.

FRENCH AND INDIAN
WAR ENCAMPMENT
Living history
demonstrators gather to
recreate the 1759 Siege
of Niagara.

10 a.m.=4 pan. through
July & at Old Fort Niagara,
(Youngstown; 745-7411 or
www.oldfortniagara.org.)

SUMMER ECO-TOUR
BIKE RIDES
Bike through the

Riverwalk; other bike
rides are July 13 and
Aug. 2 along the Niagara
River in Niagara Falls,
and Aug. 31 on the
Quter Harbar,

(Info: 852-RIVER (7483) or
wwaw bnriverkeaper.org.)

SUMMER ECO-TOUR
PADDLE CRUISES
Paddle your canoe or
kayak along the Buffalo
River; also on Aug. 2.
Other paddle cruises will
be held on Cayuga Creek
in Miagara Falls on July
19 and Aug. 16,

(info; 852-RIVER (7483) or
www.bnnverkeeper.org.)

6

MRS. WARREN'S
PROFESSION

Shaw's story of the
uitimate test of a
mother-daughter
relationship.

Through Nov. 1 at the
Shaw Festival's Royal
Geaige Thealre. (Nlagara
on-the-Lake, Ont.,
800-511-SHAW ar wiww.
shawlest.com.)

8

BRIAN WILSON

The Beach Boys icon and
American cultural legend
perfarms a solo gig with
his band. Let’s hope for a
“Heroes and villains” airing.
8 p.m. at the Fallsview
Casino. (6380 Fallsview
Blvd., Niagara Falls, Ont.;
tickets, 877-833-3110 or
www. ticketmaster.ca.)

KANSAS

All we are is dust in the

wind, so just carry on

my wayward son, etc.
Part of Artpark’s Tuesday
at the Park series.
&30 pm, at Artpark, (450
South 4th 5t Lewiston;
754-4375 Or wwiw. iii’fp.‘rlk net)
9
MOE.
Popular jam band that
formed as students at
the University at Buffalo
returns home. Part of
Artpark's Wednesdays
on the Gorge series,
(450 South Ath 5t.,
Lewiston, 754-4375 ot
www.aripark.net.)

ROCK ON, ROCK
PAINTERS

The basics of rock art, at
the Roycroft Campus.
Also July 16 and 23. (31

5. Grove 5L, East Aurora,
&55-0261 ar www,
lH}'I’JfOHi.’n'iJJ'TfJHSCOIIJDJ'J-
tlon.com.)

10

JIMMIE VAUGHAN

www.buffalospree.com :'Iul_\ » «August 2008

| TWILIGHT TOURS

| Summerfest series.

Blues guitarist fram the
Fabulous Thunderbirds.
Part of the Thursday at
the Square series.

& p.m. (Lafayetie Sq.
between Maln and Court
Buffalo.)

11

SONGWRITERS' NIGHT
Several of Nashville's top
songwriters perform.
#p.m. at the Fallsview
Casino, (6380 Fallsview
Blvil,, Niagara Falls, Ot ;
tickets: 877-833-3110 or
www. ticketmaster.ca. J

GUSTO AT THE GALLERY
Free admission

and family-friendly
Programming every
Friday evenins. This
Friday’s theme is
“Family Night: Surrealist
Carnival”

3-10 p.m. at the Albright-
Knox Art Gallery. (1285
Elmwood Ave., 882-8700,
or www.albrightknox.org.)

Explore Frank Lloyd
Wright's architecture at
night.

a=8 pun. at Grayciff
Consenvancy. (6472 Old
Lake Shore Rd., info:
247-9217 or waww.graycliff,
bin.org.)

12

BY GEORGE BY
GERSHWIN!

Part of the BPO

& p.m. at Artpark, (450
Sauth 4th 5t., Lewiston;
754-4375 or www.anpark.
net.)

SONGWRITERS' NIGHT
See July 11

DON DAVIS CAR SHOW
Custom, antique, and
classic cars and trucks
starting at noon with
awards at the Amherst
Museum,

(3755 Tonawanda Creek
Rel.,, Amherst; 689- 1440 or
www.amherstmuseum.org.}

BELLE MORAL: A
NATURAL HISTORY

The Shaw Fastival revives
a gothic comedy set on
the Scottish coast.
Through Oct. 5 at the
Court House Theatre.
(Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont.;
800-511-SHAW or www.
shawfest.com,)

CHAINSAW ART
Engines roar and
sawdust flies as artists
use chainsaws to create
masterpieces,

10 a&.m.=5 p.m. (Sanbon
Fire Company, Rle, 429
Sanborn; 754-0166 or
www.artcauncll.org/
chamsawart htm.)

13

THE ALL-AMERICAN—
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA
Part of the BPO
Summerfest series.

3 pan. at Artpark. (450
South 4th S, Lewiston,
7544375 or www.artpark
net.)

CHAINSAW ART
See July 12.

CAROLE KING

She makes you feel (like
a natural woman),

Z p.m. at the Fallsview
Casino. (4380 Fallsview
Blvd, Niagara Falls, Ont.,
tickets: 877-833-3110 o1
wvayiicketmaster.ca,)

BUFFALO NEWS
SUMMER JAZZ SERIES
Annual outdoor series,
This Sunday features
Laurie Bordanaro with
the Mike Jones Trio

and special guest Dave
Schiavone.

2 pom. at the Albright-Knox
Art Gallery. (1285 Elmwood
Ave., §82-8700, or www.
albrlghtknox.org.)

BASIC ONE-COLOR
SCREEN PRINTING
Learn the simple method
of creating a stencil on

a screen at the Roycroft
campus,

(31 5. Grove St., East
Aurora; 855-0261 o

WWAW. raycroftcampuscor-
poration.com.)

15

BLUE RODEO
The Canadian group is a
huge Buffalo draw. Part
of the Tuesday at the
Park series.

6:30 p.m. at Artpark. (450
South 4th 5t., Lewiston;
754-4375 or www.artpark.
net.)

REBA MCENTIRE

Reba McEntire, a.k.a.
Rebal, performs her
greatest hits at the
Avalon Theatre.

8:30 pum. at the Fallsview
Casing. (6380 Falisview
Glve, Niagara Fails, Ont.,
tickets: 827-833-3110 o1
wwaw, licketmaster.ca.)

16

ROOFTOP POETRY
READING

Reading featuring Jaye
Bartell and Forest

[ 21




s an architeet, I am well accustomed to

planning vacations around architectural

destinations. Glasgow, Paris, and Bilbao

are all places that people like me have

visited specifically to see in person the

work of our heroes. And while these des-

tinations attract industry professionals

and architectural buffs, they also attract

nonarchiteets who have an interest in these prized gems—
and see them for the work of art that they are.

Buffalo has become that type of architectural destination.

The city is a virtual museum of masterpieces of America's

most celebrated architects, Buffalo is one of the only cities

in the LLS, to have the work of America’s three “fathers of

architecture”—H., H. Richardson, Louis Sullivan, and Frank
Lloyd Wright. Our buildings by these giants of
architecture are actually emblematic of each of
their careers and therefore important on many
levels—not just to us who enjoy them, but also
to national architectural historians,
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By Kelly Hayes McAlonie

We built
1t, but will
they come?

The Buffalo Psvehiatrie Center was Richardson's larg-
est and arguably greatest work. Louis Sullivan’s Guaranty
Building is one of the finest early skyserapers in the country
and regarded by many to be one of his most beautiful. And
Frank Lloyd Wright, while he began his career in Chieago,
had two of his most important early commissions in Bul-
falo,

Wright's self-proclaimed “opus”—the Darwin Martin
Haouse—stands as one of the most important examples of
the Prairie style in existence. Through the work of countless
volunteers and advocates and under the direction of Hamil-
ton Houston Lownie Architects, the estate of Darwin Mar-
tin is undergoing a reconstruction/restoration process that
and will poten-

will bring it back to life as it was cirea 1907
tially make it one of the most important Frank Lloyd Wright
destinations in the country, Already the site
receives over twenty-one thousand visitors
annually and they hope to weleome cighty
thousand to one hundred thousand visitors a

vear when the restoration is complete.



Graveliff, in
Derby, was the sum-
mer house for the
Martin family and
was also designed
by Wright. It, too,
is under restoration
with Chaintreuil,
Jensen, Stark
Architects super-
vising the work,
Grayelilf receives
eight-one hundred
visitors annually
with a projected
inerease in visi-
tors in the future.
In addition there
are three other
privately owned
Wright-designed
Praivie-stvle houses
in Buffalo. These,
along with two
newly constructed
Wright-designed
structures, the
Blue-Sky Mausole-
um in Forest Lawn
Cemetery and the
Rowing Boathouse,
make Bullalo an
important destina-
tion for viewing his

work,

Many other

nineteenth and
twentieth ecentury
masters have work
now standing in
Buffalo. The great
Daniel Burnham,
the fifth president
of the Ameri-
can Institute of
Architeets (AITA),
designed the Elli-
colt Square Build-
ing, which was the
largest office build-
ing in the world
when constructed.
Richardson pro-
1égées and nation-
ally lauded MeKim,
Mead, and White
designed several
mansions in Buf-
falo, two of which

The Bulfalo Psychiatric
Center; photo by Kim Miers.




Thro ug}ll the work of volunteers and
advocates, the estate ol Darwin Martin is
undergoing a restoration that will bring it
back to life as it was circa 1907—and will
pulenlia”y make it one of the most important

Whright destinations in the country.

are still standing: the Williams-Butler Mansion (now the UB Jacobs Executive
Development Center) and the adjacent Williams-Pratt Mansion. Richard Upjohn,
the first president of the ATA, designed St Paul's Cathedral, And Ameriea’s first
female architect was Bulfalo’s own Louise Bethune—she designed the Lafayette
Hotel. Gold medalists Eliel and Eero Saarinen designed Kleinhans Music Hall,
nationally revered for its modern design and masterful acousties,

Bulfalo’s tradition of architectural excellence continues today, The Montante
Cultural Center renovation and restoration at Canisius College by Cannon Design

won an AIA National Design Award, Nationally acclaimed and AIA Firm of

the Year Gwathmey Siegel & Associates Architeets has designed two buildings
in BufTalo: the UB Center for the Arts and the soon-to-open Burchfield-Penney
Art Center, Hamilton Houston Lownie Architects have partnered with Canadian
powerhouse architect Jack Diamond to design 25 Gates Cirele Condominiums,
while Flynn Battaglia Architects designed the award-winning Buffalo and Erie
County Naval Park and Military Museum, which is scheduled to open this vear.
Raobert Coles Architect designed the recently opened Frank . Merriweather, Jr.
Branch Library, a signature building on Buffalo's East Side.

The unsung hero of architectural projects in Buffalo these davs is the Joint
Schools Construction Project. In the 19205, the City of Buifalo hired internation-
ally renowned educational architeet William Ittner from St. Louis to conduet a
master plan for its school district. This tradition of design excellence is continued
in current reconstruction projects, which find many local architects both creating
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