
 

 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Buffalo / WNY 

Chapter and the Buffalo Architecture Foundation announced 

the recipients of the 2016 Architecture Design Awards at the 

Annual Design Awards Gala held at Twentieth Century Club 

on November 10, 2016.  The AIA design awards are present-

ed annually to honor local architects and their achieve-

ments and designs.  The awards are presented to out-

standing projects, both built and unbuilt that exemplify the 

best of quality, innovation, and collaboration in the profes-

sion.  As a jury-of-our-peers, the AIA Cincinnati chapter was 

tasked with selecting the most creative solutions in several 

categories.  The following projects were recognized: 

 
In special recognition, the Buffalo / WNY Architecture Award was given to the Scott Bieler 

Clinical Sciences Center  by FXFowle Architects.  This award is given to recognize the 

best submission of the 2016 Architecture Awards.  
 

Special design award recognition was given to the House in the Woods by Architectural 

Resources.  This project also received the small project award.  
(Continued on page 6) 

THEODORE LOWNIE, ARCHITECT  |  November 23, 1936 — January 17, 2017 

GERALD L. STRICKLAND JR., ARCHITECT 

New registration exam: 

 ARE 5.0 is here.  Learn more. 

To know Ted Lownie is to understand his faith, his love of family, his commitment to the commu-

nity and his love for this profession of architecture. He held to the highest possible level what it 

means to be an Architect. His teachings touched many individuals, influenced many communities 

and inspired many generations to follow in the path of idealism and humility. His commitment to 

working towards the ideal result, was unparalleled, in every aspect of his life. He approached every 

design problem from his mind’s eye, to bypass the fettered, which we all seemed to be weighted by, 

the process was to clearly understand the path to this enlightenment. A lofty phrase but one which 

puts into perspective the clarity to which Ted practiced and taught those passing through his office. 

His practice formed the professional field around him and affected design in many aspects, both 

pronounced and subtle. And all this because of who he was, not what. Ted transcended the typical 

definition of architect, to help define what he was as a person who cared for all others. We need to 

take a few moments of time to understand this man and to act towards what he held so close, as 

this began his faith, his love of family, his commitment to the community and his love for this pro-

fession of architecture. 

Scott Bieler Clinical Sciences Center 

House in the Woods 

http://www.ncarb.org/ARE/ARE5.aspx
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/schedule/2017/1/31/ncarb
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Michael Anderson, AIA, LEED AP+ 

Michael formed Abstract Architecture in 2014 with a focus on light-commercial and residential Architecture.  The firm’s 
principles are reflective of his design beliefs, always emphasizing the complete integration of sustainable building 
techniques and environmentally sensitive design while respecting the existing built environment and the client’s desires 
and budget.  The firm was rewarded for sticking to these principles with a 2016 Merit award at the chapter Architecture 
Awards for RiverWorks Entertainment complex.  Michael has been a LEED-Accredited Professional in Building Design & 
Construction (BD+C) since 2005 and also sits on the board for Women in Construction and The Roycroft Campus 
Corporation.  Extremely passionate about the profession of architecture, Michael holds the responsibilities that come with 

that title in the highest regard, having sat on the Buffalo / WNY AIA Chapter board since 2014, he is the 2017 President.  

Tracy Conhiser-Uy, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C 

Tracy is the chapter’s president-elect, representing our chapter at local and national events.  After spending her childhood 
on her family’s dairy farm in the southern tier, Tracy relocated to the Buffalo area to pursue her Bachelors and Masters of 
Architecture degrees from the University at Buffalo.  Licensed since 2005, Tracy is also a LEED Accredited Professional 
in Building Design & Construction and is currently an Associate Principal and Senior Architect at Wendel Companies.  Her 
diverse professional portfolio includes housing, medical and the private sector, with a primary passion for serving 
educational clients.  A mother of two boys, she is active in scouting and serves as committee chairperson for Cub Scout 

Pack 173. 

David Zielinski, AIA 

A licensed architect for over 10 years, David Zielinski is a healthcare project architect at Cannon Design where his 
expertise and skills are integral to the firm’s Kaleida Health projects. David’s project portfolio includes the NFMMC 
Golisano Center for Health, Buffalo Public Schools (Bennett, Riverside and Grover Cleveland high schools), the Kyocera 
Museum at Alfred State, and the Weinberg Campus. While earning his master’s degree in architecture from SUNY at 
Buffalo, David contributed to the Bronze book creation – a 2,000 lb. sculpture filled with Buffalo-based maps and buildings 
– that was recently donated to the Burchfield Penney Art Center. David enjoys renovating his Parkside home along with 
collecting historic Buffalo, New York, postcards. As chapter secretary, David leads the chapter’s programming committee 

so if you have an interesting topic to present, be sure to reach out and let him know. 

Anne Dafchik, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP 

Anne serves as chapter Treasurer and editor-in-chief for the quarterly newsletter.  A graduate of the University at Buffalo, 
she has been licensed for over five years and is a Project Architect at Clark Patterson Lee.  As a City of Buffalo resident, 
Anne gravitates towards municipal and commercial projects and has completed various projects and studies for the City. 

She regularly attends student reviews at the University and enjoys mentoring emerging professionals.  

Yadira D. DeSantis, Associate AIA 

Yady earned her B.P.S in Architecture from SUNY Buffalo in 2001 and works as a project designer at Kideney Architects 
in Buffalo, New York.  Ms. DeSantis has been involved in the design of educational facilities such as the renovation and 
additions at City Honors School and most recently in the healthcare sector, the interior fit-out of collaborative medical 
office space for UBMD Physicians Group at the Conventus Building.  In addition, she has also served as a committee 
member of the Buffalo Architecture Foundation’s Architecture + Education program since 2011. 

https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/contact/
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Daniel Keefe, AIA, LEED AP 

Daniel grew up in Syracuse, and relocated to Buffalo to complete his education at the University of Buffalo, where he 
obtained a master's degrees in Architecture and Urban Planning.  He spent over 12 years at various Buffalo firms working 
on residential, commercial, institutional, and master planning projects.  Since 2009, he has been an Associate Architect 
with the Buffalo Public Schools, where after helping complete the districtwide Joint Schools Reconstruction Board 
projects, continues to manage several dozen other projects and initiatives.  Daniel resides in the Elmwood Village with his 

wife, son and daughter. 

Michael LaValley, AIA, LEED AP 

Michael is a Project Architect at Young + Wright 
Architectural. He has been a Board Member for AIA 
Buffalo / WNY since 2011 and is responsible for co-
founding the Emerging Professionals Committee.  He is 
also a previous recipient of the AIANYS Associate Award 
and the AIANYS ARE Scholarship. Michael has focused his 
volunteer efforts toward the advancement of Young 
Architects and the positive development of their careers. 

Kenneth S. MacKay, AIA, NCARB 

A graduate of Colgate  University and the University at 
Buffalo, Ken is a clinical professor at UB’s School of 
Architecture and Planning.  He was active in the School’s 
recent accreditation committee and is an articulate voice for 
pushing architectural design within the Buffalo community.  
In addition to teaching, Ken’s private practice includes 

healthcare and private sector work. 

James Maurer, AIA 

James Maurer received his Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Architecture degrees from the University at Buffalo, where he also 
conducted research in the field of universal design. He is currently 
a project architect at Wendel Companies. Over the last decade, 
he has worked on numerous projects throughout Western New 
York, including cultural, civic, and educational facilities as well as 
conducted accessibility assessments throughout the northeast 
United States.  He currently serves on the board’s programming 

committee  

Jared Oakley, AIA 
Jared is a Project Manager at Architectural Resources and is actively involved in 
a wide range of project types for various public and private clients. He holds 
degrees from the University of Rochester in Classical History and Psychology 
and a Masters in Architecture from University at Buffalo.  Having worked in the 
design and construction industry for over 20 years, including owning a small 
design/build business, he is focused on comprehensive design principles and 
mentorship of emerging professionals. As an advocate for the urban community 
he is proud to live in the City of Buffalo with his wife and three children.  Jared is 
also a competitive triathlete – an interest which has crossed over into the 
development of the Queen City Architecture Run, an event which celebrates the 
City of Buffalo and it’s rich architectural history. 

(Directors, continued on page 4) 

Architecture Awards 
Michael Anderson* 
Adam Pyse 
Courtney Creenan 
Jin Young Song 
Yvonne Kolozsvary 
Ted Fyda 
Yadira DeSantis 
  
Communications 
Michael LaValley* 
Kelly Wassum 
  
Diversity  
Deborah Pease** 
Tracy L. Conhiser-Uy** 
  
Emerging Professionals 
Kelly Wassum* 
Michael LaValley 
David Marcoux 
Christina Weber 
Timothy Ung 
  
Government Affairs  
Deborah Pease* 
Daniel Keefe 

Membership & 
Nomination  
Tracy L. Conhiser-Uy* 
  
Newsletter 
Anne Dafchik* 
Ken Mackay 
 
Programming 
Dave Zielinski* 
Jim Maurer 
Jared Oakley 
  
Scholarship 
Yadira DeSantis* 
Ron Battaglia 
Joseph Kedron 
Aimee Zielinski 
Michael Anderson 
  
Sponsorship 
Michael Anderson* 
Manuel Rivera  
  

*Chair 
**Co-Chair 

2017 AIA Buffalo / WNY Committees 

We are looking for volunteers to help with sev-
eral committees.  If you are interested in be-
coming more involved with the AIA Buffalo/
WNY chapter and aren’t sure of the time com-
mitment or what is involved, participation on a 
committee is a great way to find out.  If you 
would like additional information or for a board 
member to reach out to you, please visit our 
Committees page. 

https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/committees
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Deborah Pease, AIA 

Deborah is a Principal Associate with Clark Patterson Lee, a full service architectural and engineering firm. Pease has 
over 30 years in the architectural industry and has worked on many buildings precious to Buffalo’s downtown skyline. 
Although Pease has practiced her architectural craft in the realm of health care, historic preservation and other building 
types, her passion and primary focus is educational work specifically K-12 buildings.  

Kelly Wassum, Associate AIA 

Kelly is a graduate of the Virginia Tech School of Architecture and Design where she received a Bachelor of Architecture 
degree with a minor in music. Originally from Western Pennsylvania, Kelly returned to Buffalo after studying in Blacksburg 

to pursue her career. 

In addition to chairing the Chapter’s Emerging Professionals committee, Kelly plays the bassoon with the Amherst 
Symphony Orchestra and the Buffalo Niagara Concert Band. She enjoys the wide variety of events and activities the 
Buffalo Niagara region has to offer as well as watching the Virginia Tech Hokies football team and spending time with 

friends and family. 

Linda B. Hewitt, Hon. AIANYS 

Linda has been the Executive Director for the AIA Rochester Chapter for over 20 years and the Executive Director for AIA 
Buffalo / WNY Chapter for five years.  Prior to that she owned her own consulting business and was a Manager for 
Sunoco Products.  She is a graduate of Rochester Institute of Technology, School of Business and served on the task 
force to create the Master of Architecture Program.  She has been on several AIA NYS and AIA National Committee's and 
is a founding member of The Architectural Foundation of Greater Rochester. 

The 2016 Holiday Party 

was held on December 

15th in the newly renovat-

ed Hayes Hall.  Tremco 

sponsored the event and 

door prize winners went 

home with new books to 

add to their libraries. 
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http://conferenceonarchitecture.com/
http://conferenceonarchitecture.com/register/
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Merit Awards were also given for the following categories: 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We thank all the companies and individual Architects who sub-
mitted projects, all of which can be seen at the Design Awards 
website.  The digital version of the awards publication is also 

available on the chapter website. 

We would be remiss if we didn’t thank our sponsors, who along 
with the local architecture community, are the life blood of these 
events. The leadership of the chapter extends its gratitude to the 

following companies:  

RP Oak Hill Building Company Inc.   Rigidized Metals Corp.  

Avalon Document Services   SJB/Empire Geo Services 

Sugarman Law Firm    One Batch Design 

 (continued from page 1) 

Addition/Renovation: 

Addison Middle High School Addition 

Cannon Design 

Commercial / Institutional: 

D’Youville College 

School of Arts, Science and Education Building 

Stieglitz Snyder Architecture 

Historic Preservation: 

FIVE HUNDRED SENECA 

CJS Architects 

Residential: 

GRoW House 

University of Buffalo 

Local Firm / Local Project: 

Buffalo RiverWorks PC 

Abstract Architecture 

Unbuilt: 

Larkin District Culinary School 

Architectural Resources 

Pro Bono Publico Award | Distinguished Design 

Sail Buffalo | CJS Architects 

Pro Bono Publico Award | Distinguished Service 

VFW and American Legion Volunteer Architects and  

Allied Colleagues of  AIA Buffalo/WNY 

BAC Community Award 

Kaleidoscope at Connecting Terminal 

Foit-Albert Associates & Ambiance Design Productions 

http://www.aiadesignawards.org/2016/
http://www.rpoakhill.com/
http://www.rigidized.com/
http://www.sjbegs.com/
http://www.sugarmanlaw.com/
http://www.teamavalon.com/
http://onebatchdesign.com/
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AIA Buffalo/WNY is extremely lucky to have a group of partners who have signed on as part of our Allied 

Members program. The money raised from these memberships is primarily used to pay for the chapter 

scholarship and special event programming and without the help of these companies and individuals we 

would not be able to provide all the benefits that we strive to. The chapter would like to extend a big 

thank you to the following:  
 

AV ALO N DOCUMENT SERVICES -  BUFFALO  

CH ARLI E  LO NG  (KELLEY BRO S)  

CME ASSO CI ATES  

J IM C AV AN AUG H PHO TOG R APHY  

M/E ENGINEERI NG,  P .C.  

NUSSB AUM ER & CL ARKE,  I NC.  

P ARKI TECTS,  INC.  

PELL A WI NDOW S -  SCR ANTO N  

PRENTI CE OFFI CE ENVI RONM ENTS  

RIGIDI ZED METAL S  

ROCHE & COMP ANY,  LTD.  

RP O AK HI LL BUILDI NG COM PANY INC.  

SJB /  EM PI RE G EO SERVI CES  

SUG ARM AN L AW  

UNI LOCK I NC. ,  BUFF ALO  
 

We are still looking for our first architectural firm to sign on, with special benefits provided to those firms 

that choose to join. For further information and to download the application and informational PDF 

please visit the website. 

https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/allied-members/
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/allied-members/
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/scholarship
mailto:info@aiabuffalowny.org

