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T 
he Emerging Professionals Committee of AIA 

Buffalo/WNY recently partnered with the UB 

School of Architecture & Planning to hold a 

Networking Event to bring professional architects 

together with architecture students. The event was 

designed to help students understand the value of 

networking in the profession and give them a forum to 

ask their burning questions about what the profession is 

really like. 

The event brought eight professionals from a variety of 

Buffalo-area firms with different specialties together with 

at least 40 students of varying backgrounds.  At first, the 

professionals explained their backgrounds and their 

path to architecture and their current position. Students 

initially asked more about the architects and their firms, 

but then, as the event went on, asked more specific 

questions about how firms work, how their unique skills 

as students might fit into the profession (at a firm or not), 

and what skills they should hone in preparation for the 

professional world. The students seemed to enjoy the 

event and it was a positive and energetic learning 

experience for students and professionals alike.                           

https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/diversity-committee/
mailto:dpeasearchitect@gmail.com?subject=Diversity%20Committee
mailto:tconhiser-uy@wendelcompanies.com?subject=Diversity%20Committee
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Washington, D.C. - October 23, 2017 – The American Institute of Architects (AIA) is releasing the second part of the once-in

-a-decade 2017 edition of the A201, design-bid-build family of documents for a total of 34 newly revised 2017 documents. 

This release includes updated versions of the Architect Scope documents and many of the frequently-used AIA forms. 

Working with architects, contractors, subcontractors and owners, the AIA Documents Committee updates this core set of 

documents every 10 years. This helps ensure that the AIA legal forms and agreements reflect changes and trends in the 

industry, and that the AIA Contract Documents remain the Industry Standard. 

The revised 2017 documents are currently available through an unlimited access license or as a single, customizable 

document on ACD5, the online platform. The documents are also available as single, non-editable documents on AIA 

Documents on Demand and as paper versions through some AIA Chapters. Visit www.aiacontracts.org/purchase for more 

information. Comparative versions showing the differences between the 2017 and 2007 editions are also available at 

www.aiacontracts.org/learn. 

About AIA Contract Documents  |  AIA Contract Documents are the nearly 200 forms and contracts that define the 

relationships and terms involved in design and construction projects. Prepared by the AIA with the consensus of owners, 

contractors, attorneys, architects, engineers, and others, the documents have been finely tuned during their 120-year history. 

As a result, these comprehensive contracts and forms are now widely recognized as the industry standard. Used by all 

industry professionals, including architects, contractors, owners, consultants, and attorneys, AIA Contract Documents are 

organized into two categories: by families, based on types of projects or particular project delivery methods, and by series, 

based on the parties to the agreement or the use of the form. Visit www.aiacontracts.org 

About AIA Documents Committee  |  Since its inception in 1887, the AIA Documents Committee has been an AIA 

committee dedicated to creating and revising AIA Contract Documents. Qualified applicants for the AIA Documents 

Committee are licensed architects and members of the AIA actively engaged in the design and construction industry through 

employment in architectural firms or construction companies, or for building owners or developers. New members are 

appointed to maintain a balance of viewpoints based on diversity, including geography, firm size, practice type, and area of 

expertise. 

AIA Buffalo/WNY is extremely lucky to have a group of partners who have signed on as part of our Allied Mem-

bers program. The money raised from these memberships is primarily used to pay for the chapter scholarship and 

special event programming and without the help of these companies and individuals we would not be able to pro-

vide all the benefits that we strive to. The chapter is pleased to be allied members with the following businesses:  

We are still looking for our first architectural firm to sign on, with special benefits provided to those firms that 

choose to join. For information and to download the application and informational PDF please visit the website. 

AV AL O N  D O C U M E N T  S E R V I C E S  -  B U F F AL O  

B AE R  &  AS S O C I AT E S ,  L L C  

C H AR L I E  L O N G  ( K EL L EY  B R O S )  

C M E AS S O C I AT E S  

CONSTRUCTION EXCHANGE OF  

   BUFFALO & WNY, INC.  

J I M  C AV AN AU G H  P H O T O G R AP H Y  

M / E  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  P . C .  

N U S S B AU M ER  &  C L AR K E ,  I N C .  

P AR K I T E C T S ,  I N C .  

P E L L A W I N D O W S  -  B U F F AL O  

P R E N T I C E  O F F I C E  E N V I R O N M E N T S  

R I G I D I Z E D  M ET AL S  

R O C H E  &  C O M P AN Y ,  L T D .  

R P  O AK  H I L L  B U I L D I N G  C O M P AN Y  I N C .  

S J B  /  EM PI R E  G E O  S E R V I C E S  

S U G AR M AN  L AW  

U N I L O C K  I N C . ,  B U F F AL O  

www.aiacontracts.org/purchase
www.aiacontracts.org/learn
www.aiacontracts.org
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/allied-members/
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/allied-members/
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The American Institute of Architect’s third annual I Look Up Film Challenge invited 

architects and filmmakers to collaborate in bringing architectural stories to life. This 

year’s challenge called for films to highlight projects and architects that are helping 

to change communities for the better. The 2017 campaign shone a light on the 

powerful social impact of architects and their work. In partnership with their clients 

and communities, architects plant the seeds that blossom into stronger neighborhoods, towns and cities.   

Grand Prize Winner, Myles Kramer, director of Community by Design: Skid Row Housing Trust, was chosen by an esteemed 

panel of judges as the 2017 I Look Up Film Challenge winner! This was Myles’ first entry into the I Look Up Film Challenge and 

we’re thrilled to announce him as this year’s winner.  

Filmed in Los Angeles and featuring Michael Maltzan Architecture and Brooks + Scarpa Architecture, the winning film highlights 

the power of design in improving the lives of those experiencing homelessness. Of the 80 films submitted, the judges gave scores 

from 1-5 in Storytelling & Prompt, Architectural Placement, and Technical Merit. Learn more about Myles below and check back 

for blogs on the First Runner Up and Second Runner Up. 

AIA: How did you get into filmmaking? 

Myles Kramer:  I got into filmmaking when I was a kid, somewhere around 9 or 10 years old. My first films were Lego stop motion movies, and I always made 

movies with my brother and neighborhood friends using the home camcorder. I think I started doing more professional work in high school, when a student 

documentary I worked on got into a few film festivals and won an award from C-Span. 

AIA: How did you find this story? 

Myles Kramer:  Los Angeles is in a homeless crisis, and it really shows. From parks to highways, tents and homeless communities can be found in any part of 

city and the circumstances are dire. Only recently did a small community of tents form down the street from my house, and it got me thinking about how large 

this problem really is. I was doing research in downtown Los Angeles when I drove by one of the Skid Row Housing Trust buildings. I didn’t know what it was 

at the time, so I went home to research and I landed on SkidRow.org. Once I learned about the Skid Row Housing Trust, their missions, and their impactful 

body of work, the idea clicked. I reached out to the trust, and I was lucky to be welcomed into 

some of the various communities that span between the buildings. There were many friendly 

residents and members of the administration who were willing to speak with us, and I even 

made a few friends during the filming process. 

AIA: Did this experience change your view of architecture? If yes, how so? 

Myles Kramer: I became interested in architecture in college, and I even made architecture film 

projects for two separate classes in school. I always felt that space and design had some kind 

of varying impact on my moods and my thinking, but I just didn’t know why. It was only after 

working on this project did I learn more specifically about how architecture and design affects 

people’s day to day lives. After filming in the Skid Row Housing Trust buildings, I better under-

stand importance of natural lighting and public vs private spaces. After meeting the residents 

and learning about their experiences, I can see why these elements aid in physical and mental 

recovery, and foster a sense of community. 

AIA: What was one of the highlights or most moving moments of the experience? 

Myles Kramer:  There were many moments that were highlights for me, but I think I was moved 

the most during our final day of principal shooting. On our final day we filmed at the Skid Row 

Denim Academy for their monthly event Trust in Sound. While we were at the event and learned 

more about the Skid Row Denim Academy, it hit me. I was struck by the extent that the Skid 

Row Housing Trust goes to fulfill their mission of rehabilitation for their residents. We had been 

filming and learning about the Skid Row Housing Trust all week but when I learned about this 

partnership, it really all came together for me. The Skid Row Denim Academy produces various 

apparel and clothing, and aims to train and hire residents from the Trust throughout all depart-

ments and industries that are involved with the production of their clothing. The Denim Academy 

partners with the Skid Row Housing Trust to bring communities together and provide workforce 

development opportunities, as well as establish positive connotations to quite literally rebrand 

the term “skid row.” I was surprised to learn about how the Skid Row Housing Trust provides 

more than just a place to live, but a true home that incorporates community and extensive 

rehabilitation practices both physically and mentally for its residents. The Trust truly supports its 

residents in all aspects of their lives, and takes into account all factors that help people put their 

lives back on track. They truly care about the well-being of their residents on a personal level, 

and it really shows. This is was I was most moved by. 

The Grand Prize Winner, along with the First Runner Up and Second Runner 

Up received an exclusive screening of their films at the Architecture and 

Design Film Festival on September 26 in Chicago and again on November 1-5 

in New York City.  Click here to see the collection of all entries received. 
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Dave Zielinski* 
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Jared Oakley 
  
Scholarship 
Yadira DeSantis* 
Ron Battaglia 
Joseph Kedron 
Aimee Zielinski 
  
Sponsorship 
Michael Anderson* 
Manuel Rivera  
  
*Chair, **Co-Chair 

Current  
AIA Buffalo / WNY  

Committees 

We are always looking for volunteers to serve on 
our committees.  If you are interested in becoming 
more involved with the AIA Buffalo/WNY chapter 

and would like a board member to reach out to you, 
please visit our Committees page. 

https://ilookup.org/filmchallenge/?contest=video-detail&video_id=1736
http://www.adfilmfest.com/
http://www.adfilmfest.com/
https://ilookup.org/filmchallenge/?contest=video-detail&video_id=1736
https://www.aiabuffalowny.org/committees-1/
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Dear Members, because some of you may be interested in this community activism endeavor, we are passing along this information to you.  

The #SaveDelawarePark campaign endeavors to ensure that local voices are part of the conversation surrounding possible redesign of 

Route 198 and Delaware Park.  To get involved or to make your voice heard, please see the information below and pass this along. 

https://www.bfloparks.org/wp-content/uploads/198-Flyer_Ways-you-can-help_8.5x11_Oct-24.pdf

